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Françoise E. Lyon is President & Managing Partner of DGC Capital, a private equity firm under the helm 
of a large family office based in Montreal, Canada. DGC Capital focuses on investing in game changing 
companies at the early and late growth stages via PE funds or co-investing opportunities. With like-
minded investors from around the world. Over the past 25 years, Françoise has held several senior 
executive positions within the investment & wealth management industry and has served on several 
Boards of either non-profit or for-profit organisations. She’s currently the Chair of the Board of Trustees 
of the National Gallery of Canada, the President of the Financial Women’s Association of Quebec and 
Vice-President for Canada of the International Women’s Forum (IWF). She’s also a Director of the IWF 
Leadership Foundation board based in Washington and the Founder of the philanthropic circle of giving 
– the Women’s Circle of Influence (WCI) – at Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. At the beginning of 2016, 
she was voted in as a Governor of the Friends of the Mountain Foundation here in Montreal. 
 
Françoise is an HEC Montréal and McGill University graduate with degrees in Business & Public Relations 
Management. She has participated in continuing education programs in Bath, England; Havana, Cuba; 
and in Chicago, USA. She is fluent in French, English & Spanish, and holds a dual citizenship with Canada 
and Great-Britain. She has lived, worked, studied and traveled extensively to more than 50 countries.  
 
In 2013, Françoise was awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal for her extensive work with 
women & wealth over the years. In 2015, she was identified as one of the top 8 women in Finance in 
Quebec by the Magazine Premières en Affaires and in September 2018 she was identified by the 
magazine Entreprendre as one of the Top 100 women leaders in Quebec to watch. Françoise is a serial 
mentor to numerous young women and men with entrepreneurial aspirations or working in finance. She 
is also an avid gardener and world traveler who also enjoys tennis and skiing in her downtime. 
 


